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	Title: Young Carers in Early Childhood - Scoping Review
	JBI Centre: University of Plymouth 
	Reviewer Name: Carly Ellicott
	Email address of the Primary Reviewer: carly.ellicott-1@postgrad.plymouth.ac.uk
	Question: How are Young Carers represented in broader literature and what factors influence dominant representations of Young Carers in Early Childhood in the UK ?
	Population: This review will consider young carers in early childhood defined as 'children and young persons under 18 who provide or intend to provide care, assistance or support to another family member' Dearden & Becker (2000: 378).  A child or young person can become a young carer at any time, with no lower age limit within legislation for assessment of need (The Care Act 2014; Children and Families Act 2014; Health and Care Act 2022). Mindful that caring is often assumed before a formal diagnosis, conditions are classified as illness, disability, mental health concerns, addiction, or inability to cope without support (Carers Trust, 2023). A caring role may involve duties relating to physical care, practical tasks, and in many cases emotional support (NHS, 2023). 

Within the context of this research, a legal definition of early years can be defined as ' time between birth and the 31 August following their fifth birthday’(Ofsted, 2015).


	Intervention Type: [Intervention & Phenomena of Interest (comprehensive)]
	Intervention Description: In this scoping review the concept of focus  centers upon the representation of young carers in early childhood in research, policy, and practice. Literature that includes evidence related to the prevalence, experience, risk factors, assessment and identification of young carers in early childhood will be examined.
	Comparator Types: [No comparator (qualitative review)]
	Comparator Descripton: PICO will be substituted for PCC, Intervention and comparator will be substituted for concept and context because this is a scoping review.


	Outcome Type: [Outcome & Context (comprehensive)]
	Outcome Description: In this scoping review context will be grounded through a lens of safeguarding young carers in early childhood. The focus will consider how existing represenations support strategy, policy and practice guidance in the UK. This will seek to highlight how current knowledge of young carers in early childhood is used to identify, reduce and prevent longer term negative life outcomes.


