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	Title: The role of nurse practitioners providing virtual care in primary and ambulatory care settings: A scoping review protocol
	JBI Centre: Dalhousie University School of Nursing: A JBI Centre of Excellence
	Reviewer Name: Jennifer Splane
	Email address of the Primary Reviewer: j.splane@dal.ca
	Question: What is  the role of nurse practitioners providing virtual care in primary and ambulatory care settings?

a) What are the reported characteristics of virtual care practice by nurse practitioners?

b) What are the reported barriers and facilitators to the provision of virtual care by nurse practitioners?

c) What are the reported outcomes of the provision of virtual care by nurse practitioners?
	Population: This review will look at studies that include licensed nurse practitioners with graduate-level education.  For the purpose of this review, we will use the International Council of Nurses (ICN) description of nurse practitioners: 
"NPs are generalist nurses who, after additional education (minimum master’s degree for entry level), are autonomous clinicians. They are educated to diagnose and treat conditions based on evidence-informed guidelines that include nursing principles that focus on treating the whole person rather than only the condition or disease" (p.18). 22

	Intervention Type: [Phenomena of interest (qualitative)]
	Intervention Description: The concept of interest for this review will be the provision of virtual care, including characteristics; barriers and facilitators; and outcomes. This may include virtual care practice in addition to a face-to-face care setting (blended care). Characteristics of virtual care practice include: the type of care (blended versus virtual only); hardware components (e.g., computer, headphones, camera); software components (e.g., digital platform, electronic medical record); method of communication (e.g., videoconferencing, telephone, text); and scope of practice (e.g., services included and excluded). The term virtual care is often used interchangeably with other terms such as telemedicine, telehealth, and e-health. For the purpose of this review, the term virtual care will be used to encompass other such synonyms. 
	Comparator Types: [No comparator (qualitative review)]
	Comparator Descripton: Please enter a clear and precise description 
Qualitative reviews and quantitative reviews of association do not state a comparator. 
Input comparators for comprehensive reviews.
	Outcome Type: [Context (qualitative)]
	Outcome Description: This scoping review will consider studies that examine the provision of virtual care by NPs in the primary care setting. This will include NPs providing ambulatory care as a supportive service to primary care practice. Ambulatory care refers to any healthcare services performed outside of a hospital or other facility.


