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	Title: Feelings of loneliness and depression due to spousal separation for long-term care residents and their spouses: A qualitative systematic review protocol
	JBI Centre: Queen's University
	Reviewer Name: Madison Robertson
	Email address of the Primary Reviewer: 12mar9@queensu.ca
	Question: Primary Question: How does separation within and between LTC facilities and the community influence feelings of loneliness and depression for LTC residents and their spouses? 
Secondary Question: How do  spouses separated due to LTC placement perceive the impacts of feelings of loneliness and depression on physical, mental, and spiritual health?

	Population: This review will consider studies that include LTC residents who are over the age of 65 and are currently separated from a living spouse due to LTC placement, with one or both spouses living in a LTC facility. The term "spouse" will be used to define two individuals who are either married to each other or live together in a conjugal relationship outside of marriage. 
	Intervention Type: [Phenomena of interest (qualitative)]
	Intervention Description: In this review, authors will explore studies investigating spousal separation between spouses when one or both spouses in a LTC facility, and the effect of separation on feelings of loneliness and depression. 
	Comparator Types: [No comparator (qualitative review)]
	Comparator Descripton: N/A - Qualitative 
	Outcome Type: [Context (qualitative)]
	Outcome Description: Primary outcome: This review will explore the influence of spousal separation (within and between LTC facilities, and between LTC and community settings) on feelings of loneliness and depression for LTC residents and their spouses.Context: This review will consider studies that take place in long-term care facilities and/or the community.Inclusion criteria: LTC residents over the age of 65 and have a living spouse they are currently separated from due to LTC placement. Studies that explore spousal separation with one or both spouses living in a LTC facility. Studies that report o the impact, effect, or experience related to lonleiness and/r depression. Exclusion criteria: Studies will be excluded if both participants are living together, or if the spouse is widowed or divorced.


